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Was Jesus even real? IRk % AL 6975 ?

James Barnett 1st and 4th December 2022 5F 12 A1, 4H

Could Jesus have been real?
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So much has happened in the world because of the name of Jesus. You’re sitting in a church
today. People call themselves Christians after him. Our laws are based on the book about him.
Some of our culture’s most popular names (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) came from the book
about him. A study done ten years ago found that Jesus was the most famous person in
history.
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Our calendars are built around his birthday (Christmas) and his death and resurrection
(Easter).
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But is there any historical evidence for him?
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And if there is any evidence, is he worth all the hype?
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In the Bible, this Jesus makes exclusive claims. Our lives should be shaped by him, just like
so much of the world around us throughout history. Each of our individual lives should be
too.
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People have a wide range of views on whether he was real.
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Jesus didn’t exist / maybe he did, but I don’t care / He existed, but the stories are way too
overblown / He existed, and I like what he said / He existed and he is God, he died for my
sins. I live my life impacted by him every day.
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Today we’ll dive into the historical evidence to see if there is a real Jesus and if he is worth
the influence on the world he has had. And to see if he is worth having any influence on our
lives.
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Should we care about this historical figure? Should he influence culture and even our lives?
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1. What does history say about him J& . # 4 A /T 3¢4F ?
The best and most detailed histories of Jesus are the books in the Bible called the gospels,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. One historian described them as the “oldest and best sources
we have for knowing about the life of Jesus”. We’ll have a look at them in a bit. Some would
say you can’t trust the books of the Bible. They were clearly written by religious fanatics.
Historians don’t say that.

MARKBEITFRFENRSIRAEZPNRETE. (BABE) . (BTHF) . (%
migE) Ao {KHBT) o BRI ZRMGCMMELESL [ RIVPTHA 09 A IR 4 -F
HREELFRITFOTH. | KMNHEETE—T. AATRIETREAZEL, CMEAR
AMBERIERS TG, BLERXTERER,

But we’ll start the investigation into the historical Jesus from outside sources. What proof is
there from outside the Bible? Then we’ll see if it lines up with what the Bible says about him
and if there’s any evidence.
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One report comes from a Jewish Historian called Josephus in around AD 93. He wrote there
reports that at approximately 63 AD, the Jewish high priest executed a man named James, the
brother of Jesus who was called the Christ.
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So there is this report from Josephus that James was stoned to death, and his brother was
called Christ. The title Christ regards Jesus being the promised king who would come and
save people. Christians were seen as heretics by the Jews, so it makes sense that they would
be stoned.
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Cornelius Tacitus, who lived from 55 — 120 AD, has been called the greatest historian of
Ancient Rome. Wrote that
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“Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of
Judea in the reign of Tiberius: but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time, broke

out again, not only through Judea, where the mischief originated, but through the city of
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Rome also.”
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So Tacitus helpfully speaks of Jesus as someone put to death by Pontius Pilate. And that
many beliefs were considered superstitious believed by his followers. There are no details
here of what that was, but that could have been his miracles, healing people, walking on
water, or, more importantly, that Jesus was raised from the dead.
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Governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor in AD 112, Pliny the Younger, wrote to the emperor
Trajan about how to deal with Christians. He asked if he should kill all the people he found to
be Christians or only certain ones. Pliny explained that he made the Christians bow down to
the statue of the emperor and went on to say that he made them curse Christ, which a genuine
Christian cannot do. He said that the Christians gathered early, sang a song to Christ as a god,
and bound themselves with oaths not to do any wicked deed.
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So, Pliny, very early records that people were gathering as a church, singing to Jesus,
worshipping him as God, and seeking to live lives that were unique and different to the
culture around them, not doing any wicked deed.
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These three early texts, Pliny, Tacitus, and Josephus, give us a glimpse into how Jesus was
recorded very early in history. They record that Jesus was an influential Jewish leader. He
claimed to be the Christ to save people from their sins. He was executed by the Romans
around 30 AD. And that his followers worshipped Jesus as God.
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Before we even analyse these claims, the historical documents show clear evidence that he
was real. We’d love some photos or a grainy video. But all the available evidence that we
have shows that he was real. He lived. He died. Some claim he came back to life.
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John Dickson is an Ancient Historian, a lecturer at Macquarie University and University of
Oxford, and a Christian. So strong is his belief in the historical Jesus that in 2014 he bet on
twitter if there was Professor of Ancient History, Classics, or New Testament who would
argue that Jesus never lived — he would eat a page of his Bible. He has never had to. There is
incredible consensus within the academic world that Jesus is real.
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But even if Jesus was real. The Bible asks us to believe so much more than that he was a real
person. He should influence every decision we make, and how we view the world around us
should be influenced by a Jewish man who lived 2000 years ago in history.
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Napoleon was a real person in history, but you don’t see me wearing big hats.
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Genghis Kahn was a real person in history, but I don’t hear anyone claiming that we should
rebuild the Mongol empire and have many children.

T LT RBL LA BEGAY, BERABINAAREMEEZEZ L TR, B4R
% %F,

Jesus made some exclusive claims about himself. With the historical evidence behind us
about how real he was. We need to assess his claims and the reports that he was the Christ,
God himself, who people worshipped.
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2. What does the Bible say about him % & & 34t ?
Believing that Jesus is real is reasonable. It makes sense based on historical documents. Not
only that, but the evidence also points to his exclusive claims being true too.
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The first book of the New Testament is called Matthew, a biography that focuses on the life
of Jesus.
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It introduces us to Mary. She is a young Jewish woman living in 1st Century Jerusalem. Mary
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was engaged to marry Joseph. But before they could be married, the author, Matthew, writes,
1:18
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“Before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.”
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An angel told Mary that her son Jesus would be the promised king who would reign over
God’s people forever. Mary was understandably surprised.
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Matthew also tells us about Joseph. Surprised probably isn’t the word to be used. When he
found out Mary was pregnant, he assumed the worst and planned to end their engagement.
But Joseph met an angel in a dream who told him that the father was God himself. And
Joseph was told to call the baby Jesus, which means God is Salvation and Matthew 1:21;
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“For he will save his people from their sins.”
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This is a surprising twist. Jesus was a prophesied baby who would come to save people from
their sins. Sin is building our identity, self-worth and happiness on anything other than God.
In Jesus’ time, just like ours, people had issues of identity and self-worth. We might build our
identity on our view of our morals and how good we are as people. Or we might see the value
we get from our career or romantic relationships or the things we have bought in Amazon
Prime sales as giving us happiness.
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But as we are beginning to understand. Pursuing a career, romantic relationships, personal
individualist truth, or consuming things only leads to drivenness, addictions, severe anxiety,
obsessiveness, the envy of others, and resentment.
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All of this drives us away from the God who made us. And he knew this. And he planned our
salvation. That salvation is not in a detox from Twitter, logging off all social media, changing
careers to avoid anxiety or trying to follow the 7 top tips for a happy life. But something
much bigger, something much more profound.
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According to the angel that spoke to Joseph, Jesus was Immanuel, which means God with us.
God in person. Jesus’ mission was to bring sinful people back into God’s embrace to reorder
our lives.
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Unlike the Star Wars character, Anakin Skywalker. The gospels don’t set the birth of Jesus
long ago in a Galaxy far away.
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The birth of Jesus is pinned to an actual time and place. The gospel’s Matthew and Luke both

talk about Jesus being born during the reign of king Herod. And the reason for Jesus’ birth in

the city of Bethlehem was because of a government census that was taken.
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Jesus ends up being born in a rather rough place since Mary and Joseph couldn’t find a place

to stay. They had to sleep with the animals. Not long after Jesus’ birth, people come to visit.

Some shepherds are visited by Angels who go to see Jesus.
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And also, the Wise men from the east had been led by a star to Jerusalem. The wise men go
and ask the current king, the Roman-sanctioned king of the Jews, King Herod, and they ask
him, Matthew 2:2;
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“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”
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Herod is troubled by this news, understandably that a competitor to his throne was born. And
he finds out that Christ was born in Bethlehem. When these wise men find Jesus, Matthew
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tells us they fell down and worshipped him.
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Now, something is touching about this story, fit for a Hallmark Christmas movie. A divine
child, lying in an animal food trough, heralded by angels — but hated by rulers, worshipped by
rich and poor, fellow Jews and foreigners, scholars and shepherds. It’s a lovely story for the
family.
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These are not just fanciful tales but are specific events that happened in real places, usually
tests for historical documents. No other religion does that. Christianity is not a religion that
revolves around feelings or mystical practices. It is a historical one based on real, historically
verifiable dates.
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This is why Christmas and Easter continue to be such big things in our calendar. We don’t
move past them. Every year we get to talk about the same thing.
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Jesus was the Christ, the promised son of God who would deal with our sins. People worship
him as this king.
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The exclusive claims in the Bible about Jesus are acknowledged and recorded by the
historians of the time. He was the Christ, a leader of his people, yes. But also, he was
worshipped as God.
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What Pliny records are true of what the Bible says about Jesus.
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What Tacitus said of Jesus, called the Christ, is also true. The one who would save us from
our sins, having to die on the Cross, is the historical event we remember at Easter—dying but
coming back to life three days later.

53N (Tacitus) Frant IRak, BPATaRas 8, G2 AT, AR RS PR N
RAGA— b AT FRELE, ERAMELETHALWELEH AL E=ZREX
BE



Traditional

3. So what #f X E4%?
So what. If these historical claims about Jesus were recorded in different places that agree
with the Bible. That what the Bible says is true.
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What does it mean for us today? Does it mean anything?
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The gospels and other historical evidence point to the exclusive claims of Jesus.
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He is the Leader of the Humanity, the Christ.
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He saved us from our sins.
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He was executed and raised from the dead.
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He was worshipped as God.
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What historical claims impact life? Wars have been fought that changed the shape of the land.
English people who came to Australia shaped our future. We have an exclusive claim to this
land.
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Jesus came, and he planted a much bigger flag. A flag that says, I own each of you. I have
saved you from yourself.
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Conclusion 3%
We can attempt to ignore the historical evidence that he was real.
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We can admit he was real but attempt to ignore his significance in our lives.

HAVT AR A LY, 123K E 2R ERMEF PO EEMH

But he was real.
{22 K89,
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And even if we want to ignore him, we desperately need him—this Jesus, who would save us
from our sins. Even if you don’t think that you are that bad of a person, you can’t help but
look around the world and see that it is falling apart. We are a government falling out away
from a nuclear crisis.
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There are so many issues, so much pain and conflict. We are desperate for Christ to save us
from our sins and the pain and war of the world around us.
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Not only does it make rational sense for Jesus to have been real. We also need it to be true.
Not so desperate, we are trying to rewrite history to give some hope, but history stands still,
and we acknowledge all that Jesus has done.
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He is the saviour. Who came and died on the Cross and came back to life for damaged
people. Even we are more self-absorbed and selfish than ever before, falling into our phones
and ignoring those around us. We see the pain of the people around us, and we have been
hoping that someone would come along and fix it.

HREEE, RRTEAETFELIREL, AHAGARE RMIIA L UE AT 1
IR ERAM, HNEAFHEPRERTAMEABGA, KMAD FiE AR
X ORM—AADH AR,

It’s not Joe Biden. Not Anthony Albanese. But it is the historical Jesus who is still alive today
and reigns above everything throne.
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Only he should be worshipped as God. That’s who he is! The Wisemen knew it. Pliny
recorded it. Tacitus wrote of the people who wouldn’t worship anyone else. We worship and
give ourselves to so many temporary things that a pandemic or an economic crisis can take
away.
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The only security is pinning our hope on Jesus. To have hope in something that cannot be
easily destroyed.
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I’m not sure what you believe about Jesus. But it makes sense to have faith in him.
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Some people speak of faith like a ‘leap of faith.” Talking about faith like this makes it seem
like you’re accepting something irrational. That is not the way faith is presented in the Bible.
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Some speak of faith as just intellectual assent. I believe the facts about Jesus, just like |
believe the facts about any other historical person.
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Some others speak about faith personally, ‘my faith’, as if their faith is unique and not
believable by others.

H A — 2 A A S BBAE, [ RO ], IR ERE —& 0, LHEAT
EAAE B —1%

But biblical faith is not a leap, it’s not just intellectual, and it’s not just for one or two of us.
Biblical faith is outward, fixed on the person of Jesus, who he is, and what he has done.
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Having faith is not just believing that Jesus existed but trusting that he is who he said he was.
He is the Christ who would save us from our sins. Immanuel, God became man so that we
could know God.
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Will you have faith today?
A RAREAREH?
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